
Biodiversity, short for biological diversity, is the 
term given to all the different varieties of life 
forms (mammals, birds, fish, insects, plants 
fungi and micro-organisms). It also includes 
habitats, places in which species live. 
 
The report “Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan” 
was published in 1994 in response to the Earth 
summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. This report, 
whilst providing the national framework for bio-
diversity, emphasised the importance of local  
Biodiversity Plans and local action. 
 
Greenwich Council does not yet have its own 
Biodiversity Plan, and at the time of going to 
press, had not finalised its Management Plans 
for the Parks. 
 
We want to ensure Shrewsbury Park continues 
to be a safe environment for flora, fauna and 
people.  We need to work with others in doing 
this, and we need to see the Biodiversity Plan 
for Greenwich before we can make plans our-
selves.  
 
We will keep you informed with developments.                  

  

FRIENDS OF 
SHREWSBURY PARK 

The benefits of membership include: 

• entitlement to vote at Annual 
General Meetings to elect 
Board Members and influence 
the development of the Park 

• Keeping up-to-date with what 
is going on by receiving the 
newsletters and annual report 

• Getting involved in Friends 
events 

The cost of membership is £2 per 
person per year, £20 for businesses 
(donations gratefully received). If 
you would like to join, please contact 
Carol Farr for a membership form. 

Not a member? Want to 
become one? 

USEFUL NUMBERS: 
 
Anti-social behaviour:  
0208 856 0100 
Park security: 0208 856 2232 
 
Police: 0208 855 1212 
            0208 853 1212 
               
Shrewsbury Park Residents Assoc: 
Len Newland, Chair, 0208 854 4423 
 

 

We are looking forward to the Council 
spending money on the bunding to stop 
cars getting in, it would save the cost of 
removing them, the damage to the goal 
posts, the glass left for children and 
wildlife to hurt themselves………… 

BIO DIVERSITY 

 

Welcome to our second 
newsletter. We had a won-
derful summer in the Park 
and were pleased with the 
reduced amounts of motor-
bikes, thanks to the Police, 
and the increased amount 
of butterflies.  John Denton 
has written a  fascinating  
article about the butterflies, 
see inside. 
Each member of the     
Management Committee 
was given the task of        

recruiting five members to 
the Friends.  We had stalls 
at the Woodlands Farm, 
and Severndroog Castle to 
publicise the group and our 
membership is now over 
80. 
We want to hear from you, 
so please continue to come 
to the public meetings. 
Please send us your sugges-
tions and ideas via email or 
post. 
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CONTACT DETAILS: 

 

Shrewsbury House 
Bushmoor Crescent 
Shooters Hill        
London SE18 3EG 

 
Chair: Kathy Smith: 
ksmithbox@hotmail.
com 

Co-secretaries: 

Carol Farr:  

CarolFarr@aol.com 

Kris Inglis: 
Kris.inglis4@ntlworl
d.com 
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NEWSLETTER 
FRIENDS OF SHREWSBURY PARK 

Public meeting 

We met in Shrewsbury 
House on 24th July and 
over 40 people attended.  
Kathy Smith went through 
the Action Plan, and what 
the Committee had 
achieved. People attending 
had the opportunity of    
saying what they wanted in 
the Park.  
Alan Pett from the Council 
spoke to the group and    

people voiced their concern 
at the lack of progress by 
the Council on the issues 
of safety (keeping cars 
out), keeping the Park 
clean (providing bins) and 
accessibility (providing 
seats). We agreed we 
would hold three public 
meetings a year to keep 
people informed. Let us 
know if you want an item 
put on the Agenda. 



 It’s been a terrific year in Shrewsbury 
Park this year, if you like butterflies. 
From the lazy undulating flight of the 
Meadow Brown amongst the tall grasses 
to the short but vigorous flittering 
amongst the brambles of the Speckled 
Wood, to the aerial antics of the Purple 
Hairstreak high in the oaks, the park 
seems to have been alive with these     
fascinating insects.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been treated to a magnificent 
display of at least 19 different species, 
with several hundred individuals flying 
in the early summer heat wave. Of the 58 
species of breeding butterfly in the Brit-
ish Isles, many exist only in specialised 
ecosystems such as sandy heathland or 
broadleaf woodlands and they are there-
fore localised, and their breeding colonies 
few. Both geology and climate are impor-
tant factors in determining whether the 
food plant of the caterpillars can grow in 
a particular location.  For this reason we 
will never see such species as the Moun-
tain Ringlet or Chalkhill Blue in South 
East London. If you discount the species 
that will not breed in our area, you are 
left with the surprisingly low number of 
22 or 23 that might.  So, 19 species repre-
sents an astonishing success, and most 
were seen in numbers that would 
strongly suggest that they are breeding 
here. A consequence has been that sev-
eral species that are normally associated 

with grassland, like the Meadow Brown and 
Gatekeeper, are now spilling over into local 
gardens and taking up    residence there.  To 
my mind this is a strong indicator of the 
rude health of the park and how it is playing 
its part in maintaining the bio-diversity of 
London as a whole.  
Admittedly, some species like the Peacock 
and Comma are strong fliers and may well 
have originated from outside the  
immediate area. Indeed the Large White, 
Red Admiral and Painted Lady arrive from 
as far a field as North Africa, boosting our 
resident populations. They may stay for a 
few days laying eggs on plants in the park or 
in your gardens, but most have only stopped 
to refuel, before pressing onwards.  The rest 
are smaller, less adventurous creatures. 
Never the less they can make use of the cor-
ridors like Shrewsbury Park, that link the 
green areas of South East London, and so 
colonise new habitats.  This natural process 
has seen the numbers of species of butterflies 
appearing in Shrewsbury Park steadily in-
crease over the last few years, and through 
the enlightened stewardship of the Council, 
the opportunities for these creatures to breed 
have increased dramatically.  
The variety of niches offered by the park pro-
duce their own distinct communities. The 
three species of Skipper prefer the open 
meadow, roosting in the evening on the seed 
heads of grasses.  The Comma and Speckled 
Wood prefer the fringes of the wood and 
pathways patrolling their territories, on the 
look out for passing females. If you are lucky, 
you may spot, on a warm July evening, male 
Purple Hairstreaks jousting in the tops of 
the tallest oak trees in the hedgerow adja-
cent to the golf course. A pair of binoculars is 
useful as these butterflies are no larger than 
a ten pence piece.  They rarely come down to 
ground level, seemingly feasting on the  
honeydew produced by aphids in the oak 
canopy. 
 

Butterflies— John Denton 
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So at this time of year little seems to be 
happening, but eggs are dormant inside 
grass stems, chrysalis lie hidden amongst 
the fallen leaves, and some species like the 
Peacock are hibernating in hollow tree 
trunks, sheds and garages.  Warm winter 
days may draw these beautiful insects 
briefly from their slumber to bask in the 
watery sunshine, but we will have to wait 
until April before we see the first glimpses 
of the Holly Blue or the determined flight of 
the male Orange Tip.  
Populations of butterflies fluctuate natu-
rally from year to year, but it is to be hoped 
that the habitats offered by the park and 
disused allotments will continue to provide 
 a haven for our wildlife. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Butterflies seen in 2006.  If you have seen 
others, please get in touch. 
 
Meadows and Allotments: Meadow Brown, 
Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Essex Skip-
per, Common Blue Small Copper, Ringlet, 
Hedgerows, Paths and Woodland fringes:  
Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Large White, 
Small White, Green-veined White, Orange 
Tip, Comma, Peacock, Red Admiral, 
Painted Lady 
Trees:  Purple Hairstreak, Holly Blue. 
 
THANKS TO JOHN FOR HIS ARTICLE  
and photographs for our display at Severn-
droog Castle. 

At the last Public meeting, we were asked 
to list plants that attract butterflies to the 
garden. 
 
The top 7 are: Verbena bonariensis,  
Buddleia, Hyssopus officianalis, 
Tagetes patula, Sedum spectabile, 
Knautia Arvensis and Choisya ter-
nata. 
 
You can find an a—z of butterfly-
attracting plants at 
www.butterflygarden.co.uk. 

 
Plants for butterflies 
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THANK YOU 

A BIG THANK YOU to Stuart for 
clearing the debris after the burnt 
out cars in September.  He had 
asked the Council to clear up the 
mess after the cars were removed 
but they said they did not have the 
resources.  He then did it himself. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Helen who 
daily picks up a carrier bag of rub-
bish from the Park. Without her and 
the other people who pick up the 
rubbish, we would be knee-deep in 
it.  
 
 

 

We need more bins. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



